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DOH OFFICIAL STATEMENT ON THE TOTAL BAN ON FOREIGN TRANSPLANTS

In consonance with the premdennal directive by Hae Excellency President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo,
the Departmen: of Health (DOK) today is ennouacing a TOTAL EAN on forsign transplants. Under
thig directive, all fareigners are banned from accessing organs from Filipine donors.

This directive comes a! &8 tme when the Philippine government faces the ethical and moral
imperitve o protect Flipmoa, particuisrty the poor, from the blask marker sale of internal crgans.

Earliar this yesr, the DOH 1ssued Adminstranve Order (AQ} No. 2008-0004, otherwise known as the
Revised Nadona: Policy on Living Non-Related Donor and Transplantacon and us Implemenang
Structures amanding AO No. 124, senes of 2002, The revised AD pats the general pudalinas and
ethical principles whereby the aet of donztion and conduet of ransplanation uting non relaced
donors are maraged and regulaied.

In the past few years, there has b2en a reported merease m the number of kidney mensplants done on
foreign patienis with Rdnays coming from Filipino hvirg non-related donors, most of them from
poor communities (62% increase from 2002 w 2006). Ir was also observed mat the (0% limul in
foreign wensplants has been exzeédsd wm many cansplén: fasilides, boti in accredited and non-
accredited hospitals of DOH

Today, the Philippine Government asserts 1is mendate 0 protect the pocrest and most vulrerable
sectons of our society Bdhering o intemational ethical standards and the WHA resolution which
prahitits the miernaconz) wafficking end comumercializadon of buman tissucs mnd organs. We
reiterate that orgen wansplant (3 NOT pent of Philippine Medical Touriem and that organ donation is
beung promoted on.y among well-informed, free-willing and alcrustic domors withoul any monerary
reward or improper/unethical inducements.

All hospitals and transplant facilities and medical proetitioners found to violale this directive
are criminally liable as promulgated by the Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act (Ra 95208).
Likewise, unscrupulous organizations and buslness outfits claiming to be assoclated with DOH
in the commerciatization of organ transplants under the guise of medical tourism will be met
with sppropriate penaltios and sanctions.

In lignt of this, the Philippine Boara for Organ Donafon and Transplenapon will continue (o
strangthen systems 1o eénsure the protecnon of Fihmno donors. The Philippine Government through
the DOH wil alsc focus on the development of e deccased crgan program and organ
trensplentauor from Living r=larec conors



